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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course, THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 
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2. |3 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-42 . 

3. [3 The drawings filed on 31 January 2002 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S. C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 1-42 are allowed in view of the prior art. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

As to claims 1 and 22, the prior art of record, taken either alone or in combination, fails 
to disclose or render obvious the claimed optical fiber, in combination with the rest of the 
limitations of the above claims. 

Regarding the claims, the prior art of record discloses a variety of optical fibers with 
varying refractive indices between layers of the fiber and claddings around the fiber core. 
However, the prior art fails to disclose the exact fiber construction of a core surrounded by a 
cladding and a cladding coating, with the distance between the core and the coating layer being 
less than 55 microns such that the higher order mode attenuation is enhanced as compared to the 
fundamental mode attenuation. As disclosed in claim 22, the instant fiber is looking for a higher 
mode attenuation loss of at least 10 dB/km, while prior art fibers are looking to keep this loss as 
low as possible over the length of the fiber. 

As to claims 25 and 33, the prior art of record, taken either alone or in combination, fails 
to disclose or render obvious a dispersion compensating module and an optical transmission 
system, in combination with the rest of the limitations of the above claims. 

Regarding claims 25 and 33, the prior art of record, such as US Pat. 6,490,398 to Gruner- 
Nielsen et al., discloses an optical transmission system with a dispersion compensating module 
comprising a dispersion compensation fiber wrapped around a winding spool in conjunction with 
a transmitter, a receiver, and a long distance transmission fiber. However, the compensation 
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fiber of the prior art, as discussed above, varies from the fiber of the present application, leading 
to the allowability of the claims over the prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance " 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael A. Lyons whose telephone number is 571-272-2420. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Frank G Font can be reached on 571-272-2415. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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